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Michal Lijowski: Data curation experiences and challenges using ISA-TAB-Nano

Q: Study description field, investigation: what should be captured in this field?
A: Enter name of the protocol, not the actual protocol. Instead of text your can enter URI to the protocol. External protocol document can be bundled with the ISA-TAB-file. 
C: Would it be possible to highlight required fields? There are dependencies between fields. It would be also nice to have something that would help people to find terms.
C: Instrument: need to be specific what kind of instrument. Even if instrument name is not in the ontology it can be added later.

Version Control:
Q: When do we go to change control for ISA-TAB-Nano?
A: When we have successfully validated ISA-TAB-Nano using ISA validator we can add version number in the comments field.

caDSR updates:
We may need to change some of the ISA-TAB-Nano name fields to facilitate validation of files using the ISA-TAB tools. For example, we have a place where the user can add a Person Role in the Investigation file. According to the CDE browser, it is currently called Person Affiliation Role Text Type, the ISA-TAB developers recommend calling this field Investigation Person Affiliation Role Text Type. Definitions will remain the same. Do these CDEs need to be revised?

Tommie Curtis: The first 7 CDES shown in the Investigation section are reuse of Standard CDEs with pre-defined names.  An ISA-TAB-Nano specific name can be added as an Alternate Name to the metadata, but at this point, you can’t specify an Alternate Name as a display name in the Browser. 
The “source’ – Investigation, Material, etc. – was used in construction of the Data Element Concepts for all the new CDEs but where current data standards were reused – they appear as adopted.  

As for adding additional new CDEs – they would look something like - 

Investigation Person Affiliation Role Term Accession Number – for the term accession number
Investigation Person Affiliation Role Term Accession Number Source Text – for the reference for the term accession number (REF)
Investigation Person Affiliation Role Source Text – for the reference to the source of the person role name (REF)

There is still a bit of work to be done getting the CDEs in the right groupings since the last revisions.  All of the new CDEs and components at still Draft New, thus are candidates for revisions.


For the standard terms we can keep the same caDSR ID and add alternate names. Tommie will create new CDEs for other terms.

We are waiting to get the ISA-TAB-Nano file validated before we finalize the CDEs.






