Nano WG Meeting Notes
August 16, 2012
Attendees:
Mervi Heiskanen NCI
Nathan Baker PNNL
Joe Fisher OSU
Juli Klemm NCI
Liz Dantona NCI-EVS
Delina Lyon Howard University
Sharon Gaheen SAIC-F.
Amy Wang EPA
Gilberto Fragoso NCI
Fred Klaessig PA Bio Nano
Mark Tuominen UMass
Stacey Harper OSU/ONAMI
Karmann Mills RTI
Michele Ostraat RTI
Mark Hoover NIOSH
Denise Warzel NCI

Announcements:

· ISA-TAB-Nano still moving through the ASTM balloting process. Positive comments only, minor tweaks in the format. Ballot will be closing next week.
· Working on a nanotechnology informatics book and special journal issue (loosely related to US-EU activity), please contact Nathan Baker if you are interested in contributing an article.
· Plan to start updating Nano WG charter.


Michele Ostraat RTI: Nanomaterial Registry Update https://www.nanomaterialregistry.org/

A website that compiles data from multiple databases into a single resource, the Nanomaterial Registry (NR) provides tools for analyzing and comparing data on the biological and environmental implications of well-characterized nanomaterials.

New release will be coming out in about two weeks.
Tutorial is available on the web.
Data curation from publicly available databases, e.g. caNanoLab
Q: Have you contacted Andre Nel group? They have a lot of data.
A: Not yet. There has been a lot of interest from outside groups. We are considering hosting a separate instance where people can submit their own data.
Q: Controlled vocabularies: How do people know which term to use when searching data?
A: Nano registry has a dictionary, synonyms are included.

Demo by Karmann Mills, RTI: 

Q: You pull data from different resources. Do you cite where data is coming from?
A: Yes, description and link to the original data resource is included.
Q: Material Identifier?
A: This is our own unique identifier, we did not want to have human readable name at this point.
Q: If you have two data sources with different sizes, end points do these have different material IDs or just one ID number?
A: We have two different IDs, tied to the same starting material.
Q: Is there a user interface to enter data directly to the registry?
A: No, you have to first submit to a nanomaterial database, e.g. caNanoLab.
C: Future: export ISA-TAB-Nano from caNanoLab and import to Nano registry?
Q: Vocabulary development needed, need to draw from the registry requirements. Would it be possible to take Nano registry term requirements and share with community? Taxonomy type structure might be a good fit. This is an opportunity to start creating a list of terms that need definitions.
A: Sure, a good suggestion. Nano registry advisory committee members are involved with different data standards organizations.
C: Researchers do not often use ontologies. Incorporating ontologies in Nano registry would 
demonstrate value of controlled vocabularies.

Action items:

1. Incubator idea (Portland meeting)
2. Requirement assessment for controlled vocabularies.








