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ISA-Tools update, Philippe Rocca-Serra
See the attached presentation

ISA-TAB Team Discussion Items

Discuss ISA-TAB Validator Questions
· Is the prefix required for Term Source REF and Term Accession Number in all ISA-TAB files? It appears to be required in the Investigation File but not the other files. A: only required in investigation file, not with other files.
· Sometimes the order of fields in the Investigation File differs between the ISA-TAB specification and the ISA-TAB example files.  The example files appear to validate. Does the order of fields matter in each ISA-TAB File?  A: Will provide improved documentation shortly.
· Observed that a blank space after the INVESTIGATION Section Header resulted in a validation error (e.g. Error: Invalid ISA-TAB: wrong section header INVESTIGATION at line 5).  Note: Spaces were added when converting from MS Excel to .txt A: Will provide improved documentation shortly.
· Observed that Accession Numbers were required in the Investigation File once the Study File was added even when there was no term that required an accession number (e.g. Error:  The study titled "null" has no accession number).  Accession numbers were not required in the Study File. A: Accession numbers are required if there are more than one study/file.
· How do you comment the changes made to Characteristics to reference an ontology and accession number so that the validator will accept the comment?  A: Ontology accession number should be in parenthesis ().
· Comment [Characteristics[characteristic name {ontology:accession_number}]] 
· Error:  Field.parseHeader(): bad syntax for the header: Comment [Characteristics[characteristic name {ontology:accession_number}]] 
· Why does Study Factor Name not support Term Accession Number and Term Source REF in the Investigation File? A: Study factor name is a carry-over from MAGE. We should be looking at better way to do this.
· How can values that consist of multiple concepts be referenced using Term Source REF and Term Accession Number)? A: There is no easy answer. Add complex terms in ontologies?
· E.g.  “Delivery of Image Contrast Agent” consists of two primary concepts: “delivery” and “image contrast agent”
· Is there any documentation on the business rules for the ISA-TAB validator? A: Not yet, Philippe is working on documentation.
· Observed that validation of the example ISA-TAB files seems to be performance efficient; however, validation of the ISA-TAB-Nano files with commented out fields for terms not compliant with ISA-TAB appears to be taking additional time. A: I need to look at the files to answer the question. Sharon will e-mail the files.
Discuss ISA-TAB-Nano Changes Based on ASTM, ISA-TAB, and Manuscript Feedback
· Material File
· Modified the Materials File to be horizontal instead of vertical
· Renamed Material Source Identifier to Material Source Name
· Study File
· Renamed Material Source Name to Material Source Name REF to reference the Material Source Name in the Material File
Discuss ISA-TAB-Nano Feedback Applicable to ISA-TAB
· Reviewers requested that Factor Values only be allowed in one file (Study or Assay File) and not both
Discuss ISA-TAB Roadmap
· Discuss the roadmap for the ISA-TAB standard including expected changes, timeframes, etc.


