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Vocabularies and Common Data Elements (VCDE) Workspace

Bi-weekly Teleconference Meeting Notes

Teleconference Information

Date:  Thursday, February 17, 2011
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET
Moderator: Natasha Sefcovic
Executive Summary
The VCDE WS heard a presentation on LexEVS 6.0 from Scott Bauer. Larry Wright gave a presentation on the NCI Terminology Browsers. The call ended with a presentation on the NCI Terminology Browser Installation Instructions by Troy Bleeker.
Key Decisions
Jim McCusker will be presenting on swBIG: A tool for converting caGrid services and metadata to Linked Data at the March 2011 (next month’s) VCDE teleconference.
Action Items

	Assigned To
	Description
	Due Date

	Craig Stancl
	Review Section 10.5 of the caGrid 2.0 Roadmap and provide feedback to Brian Davis
	2/25/2011

	Denise Warzel
	Provide use case for “Cart Function” of the NCI Term Browser for the Open MDR users to Larry Wright
	2/25/2011

	
	
	

	
	
	


Meeting Materials:

February 17, 2011 VCDE WS Monthly Meeting Agenda: https://wiki.nci.nih.gov/x/8p8hAg 
· LexEVS 6.0: https://wiki.nci.nih.gov/download/attachments/35758066/20110217_LexEVS_6_0_Announce_Overview_508.pptx 
· NCI Term Browser Installation Instructions: https://cabig-kc.nci.nih.gov/Vocab/KC/index.php/NCI_Browser_Install_Instructions 
Attendees:
	#
	First Name
	Last Name
	Affiliation

	1
	Baris
	Suzek
	Medical Knowledge Engineers, LLC

	2
	Brenda
	Maeske
	SAIC

	3
	Claire
	Wolfe
	TerpSys

	4
	Craig
	Stancl
	Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

	5
	David
	Hau
	NCI CBIIT

	6
	Denise
	Warzel
	NCI CBIIT

	7
	Dong
	Fu
	Northwestern University

	8
	Garnetta
	Brou
	Westat

	9
	Gilberto
	Fragoso
	NCI CBIIT

	10
	Grace
	Stafford
	Jackson Laboratory

	11
	Hua
	Min
	Fox Chase Cancer Center

	12
	Jahangheer
	Shaik
	Washington University 

	13
	Janice
	Chilli
	SAIC

	14
	Jennifer
	Brush
	ScenPro

	15
	John
	Dzak
	Northwestern University

	16
	John
	White
	TerpSys

	17
	Jyoti
	Pathak
	Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

	18
	Larry
	Wright
	NCI CBIIT

	19
	Lewis
	Frey
	University of Utah

	20
	Lynne
	Wilkens
	University of Hawaii

	21
	Maj
	Earle
	University of Hawaii

	22
	Mary
	Cooper
	SAIC

	23
	Mary
	McAdams
	IMS

	24
	Mike
	Loomis
	University of Hawaii

	25
	Mike
	Riben
	MD Anderson

	26
	Musharaf
	Rashid
	SAIC - Frederick

	27
	Ravi
	Madduri
	Argonne National Laboratory

	28
	Rick
	Kiefer
	Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

	29
	Robert
	Freimuth
	Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

	30
	Roxanne
	Martinez
	TerpSys

	31
	Sal
	Mungal
	Duke University 

	32
	Sana
	Ahmed
	SAIC

	33
	Scott
	Oster
	Inventrio

	34
	Sherita
	Ala'i
	EMMES Corporation

	35
	Steven
	White
	Unknown

	36
	Stuart
	Turner
	Leafpath Informatics

	37
	Tommie
	Curtis
	SAIC

	38
	Troy
	Bleeker
	Mayo Clinic Cancer Center

	39
	Brian
	Davis
	3rd Millennium

	40
	Aleksey
	Kahn
	Booz Allen Hamilton

	41
	Riki
	Ohira
	Booz Allen Hamilton

	42
	Natasha
	Sefcovic
	Booz Allen Hamilton


Meeting Notes:
1. LEXEVS 6.0 – SCOTT BAUER
· Scott Bauer gave an overview of the newest release of LexEVS 6.0 primarily on the API and enhancements developed for CTS2
· CTS2 specifications will be submitted in May 2011, but will not be approved until 2012
· Q: Some synonyms have the same name as other EVS concepts. Is there the ability to create associations that will allow for easy navigation to the concepts that actually define the synonym? For example, to have a synonym as a relationship and not just a property. A: That is something that would be helpful but we do not currently have it set up that way. A user could load an Excel file with the synonyms and link it to other concepts in the terminology.
· Q: With ISO21090 data types there are two levels of versioning, has the granular versioning capabilities been included in LexEVS? A: This function has been added in LexEVS 6.0 in the analytical Grid services.
· Q: If you are using ISO21090 data types you need to retrieve information like, code system name, value set identifier, etc.; will the data points be in LexEVS to retrieve all this information? A: Yes, we have the data structures in LexEVS and they could be included. So a code within a code system could be versioned.

· In the functions to export mappings, have you considered exporting as an XLST? A: No we have not. Comment: Within a WSDL if you have a pointer to an XLST you could make mappings available or consumable at run-time.

· Q: Regarding functionality around pick-lists, we can’t easily determine if those concepts have been curated before. If they create a pick-list capability, can they easily figure out if the pick-list has been used before? A: We don’t currently provide this functionality, but we could look into it. Comment: The function would allow a subset of a value set that users can persist that back into the system.

· Q: Are you planning to provide CTS2 services in a REST interface? A: Not in this version, but in a future release.

· Q: Regarding mapping capabilities from terminologies, can you describe the tools that might be available to do this? Is it manual or automated? A: Currently, creating associations are completely manual and the user would need to determine mapping from one terminology to another.

· Q: Would this be architected in such a way for people to plug in reasoning? A: We have a plug-in architecture for users to extend LexEVS.

· Q: Regarding support for ISO21090 data types, can you explain more about what’s behind that programmatically? A: We took primitive types of the LexEVS model and converted them to appropriate ISO21090 data types (ST, BL, etc), and have we have a model that mirrors LexGrid with the data types substituted. Transformed LexEVS data types to ISO21090.
· Q: Regarding code system identifiers, please elaborate about the authority being used? A: LexEVS leaves this up to the end user/implementer to figure out what they want to use. LexEVS does not impose a URI or URL. LexEVS won’t register a unique ID.
· Q: Does LexEVS validate a code entry through some interface? For example someone trying to test a validity of a specification. A: You can check this if the LexEVS has it. You can construct a query to validate a code, but it’s not federated.
· Key Decision(s):

· Action Item(s):  Craig Stancl – Review Section 10.5 of caGrid 2.0 Roadmap and provide feedback to Brian Davis
2. NCI TERM BROWSERS – LARRY WRIGHT
· Larry Wright provided a demonstration of the NCI Term Browser that is currently on the development server
· Focused on functionality of the browsers that extend to LexEVS 6.0 features and get feedback on what types of things the community would like us to do
· NCI Term Browser now has three sections: Terminologies, Mappings, and Value Sets

· Looking at how performance is impacted and accessing current versions versus older versions

· Questions about what tools are available and the LOE of doing mapping is a concern for many of the user community. Mostly we work with a mixture of NCI meta-thesaurus mappings, Lexical mappings and some curation.

· Q: Will you be commenting how this differs or draws from Meta-thesaurus mappings and how the two work together? A: The two work side-by-side and Meta-thesaurus is the easiest place to start because it provides basic mapping.
· Larry went through an example of searching for melanoma and the mappings that exist in the Terminology Browser. Terminology Browser shows mappings of terminologies and the Meta-thesaurus mappings would provide pairs of terminologies (although this function is not available yet).

· Terminology Browser shows broader relationships where Meta-thesaurus will only provide exact synonyms
· Q: Are these mappings available through the API? A: Currently it is only available on the developer server API, but will be moved up to Production Tier.

· Value Sets Tab
· Shows the values against the version of the terminology

· Shows resolved concepts of value sets

· Q: How does the ‘cart function’ work? A: It’s not part of the LexEVS 6.0 support, but we are planning to have carts in both meta-thesaurus and term browser environments so you can add terms to your cart and export them later.

· Q: What kind of information do you get in your cart? A: Basic identifier information, code, preferred term, terminology it’s from, and the term name. Not sure if we are planning to include definition.

· Comment: If the definition could be included, users using Open MDR would be able to use the definitions and add it to their metadata.
· Key Decision(s):

· Action Item(s): Denise Warzel – Send use case to Larry Wright for the ‘Cart Function’ use by Open MDR users (Use Case)
3. NCI TERM BROWSER INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS – TROY BLEEKER
· Link: https://cabig-kc.nci.nih.gov/Vocab/KC/index.php/NCI_Browser_Install_Instructions
· Troy Bleeker presented on the NCI Term Browser installation instructions from the Vocabulary Knowledge Center
· Go to Related Tools and models ( NCI Term Browser ( NCI Browser Install Instructions
· Provides instructions for downloading the current version of the browser, not all the new things being developed that Larry Wright discussed
· You would need to install LexEVS (need to have it as the foundation), and build the code and input into the installation for NCI Thesaurus and Term Browser as well as Meta-Thesaurus

· Customizations can be done but mostly related to the icons and wording, which is also included in the instructions
· Key Decision(s):

· Action Item(s):  
Next Meeting: Thursday, March 17, 2011; 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET
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